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ABSTRACT

This pamphlet explains the importance of geography in the
curriculum of primary, middle, and secondary schools. The pamphlet is
intended for education decision-makers and advocates the importance of
supporting geography education. The article explains what geography is,
relates how U.S. students compare to students in other nations in geographic
knowledge, presents reasons why geography is important in helping students
understand their world, and suggests ways to improve geography teaching. (EH)
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The Importance of Geography
in the School Curriculum

Dear Education Decision-maker:

This pamphlet explains the importance of geography in the
curriculum of primary, middle, and secondary schools. Its
goals are two-fold: (1) to convince education decision-makers
such as you of the importance of supporting geography
education and (2) to provide some ideas about how the first
goal might be accomplished.

Since this pamphlet is intended for decision-makers working
in a wide variety of settings, not all of the arguments for
geography instruction may apply to your situation, and not all
of the suggestions for promoting the teaching of geography
will be appropriate. Nevertheless, we believe that the
information contained in this document should aid you in
initiating or improving geography instruction within your
jurisdiction.

The members of the National Council for Geographic
Education welcome your involvement in stimulating more and
better geography teaching and learning. We believe that
geography education is important for our students and for our
future. We invite you to contact the NCGE if we can support
efforts to improve your geography curriculum and
instructional program.

Sincerely,

%1,4.’ iy
Ruth I. Shirey 3

Executive Director
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@ Work with teachers to make geography an integral part of the
total educational package. Encourage the use of suitable maps
and the introduction of applicable geography concepts in histo-
ry, economics, government, biology, and other classes where
they can enhance students’ learning opportunities.

® Encourage school decision-makers and teachers to set aside
certain days or weeks for the study of specific geographic
areas such as a state or region within the United States or a for-
eign country or region. Activities might include preparing
posters and maps, presenting facts about the area, or bringing
typical articles such as clothing, handicrafts, or foods to
school. Foreign-born students can be encouraged to present
information about their homeland. Outside speakers could be
invited to talk about certain countries, as well.

Hire qualified teachers

® Look for teachers with formal geography training; do not
assume that any teacher can pick up enough geography to
teach the subject. Teachers with training in geography should
know their subject and should be enthusiastic about teaching it.
Would you hire a teacher with no math courses to teach math?
Why hire teachers without geography training to teach geogra-
phy?

Provide opportunities for teachers to upgrade their

@ There are many ways for teachers with a limited geography
background to improve their knowledge or for those with train-
ing to stay abreast of new developments. Every state has a
state geographic alliance, which produces teaching materials
and holds meetings, training sessions, and summer institutes
on geography teaching. Encourage geography teachers to
become affiliated with the state geographic alliance (alliance
coordinators and addresses may be obtained from N.G.S.,
Geography Education Program, 1145 17th Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20036-4688). Encourage teachers to enroll
for summer or evening courses in geography at a local univer-
sity, college, or community college. Make sure school
libraries subscribe to important publications for geography
education such as NCGE’s Journal of Geography and the
Pathways in Geography Series. ‘

Insure that geography classes have proper equipment

@ All classrooms where geography is taught should be equipped
with up-to-date globes, atlases, and wall maps of the world, the
United States, and world regions or continents. Simple maps

geography knowledge i

and atlases will do for lower grades, but middle and high
school classrooms require more advanced materials.
Depending on the grade level and the type of geography being
taught, flat maps of various types such as United States
Geological Survey topographic quadrangles may be needed. A
modern geography classroom should also be equipped with at
least one computer with appropriate programs. For lower
grades, this might include simple computer geography games
and map programs. For upper grade levels more complex pro-
grams with mapping and database manipulation functions and
network access are needed.

Make learning geography interesting and exciting for
students

@ Encourage teachers to use creative approaches to teaching
geography. Use examples from the school area in teaching and

for student projects. For example, geography students might.

make maps showing local flood plain areas, indicating the
directions in which the city or town is growing or showing
land uses along highways or major streets as an aid to under-
standing how cities develop. In class, games can be created to
help students learn to identify places on a map or to identify
areas that are in the news such as Japan, Mexico, or Bosnia.
Hold a school district or regional geography fair to encourage
students to explore geographical topics in depth.

To obtain additional information about
geography education

@ Improving geography knowledge is important to our nation
and its future. We hope that you agree and that this brochure
has provided some ideas to help you achieve this goal. We
encourage you to contact the NCGE to obtain additional intor-
mation on the discipline of geography or on geography educa-
tion. Geography for Life: National Geography Standards-
1994 and other publications are available from the NCGE at
the address indicated below.

National Council for Geographic Education
Leonard Hall, 16A
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Indiana, PA 15705
Phone: 412/357-6290 — FAX: 412/357-7708
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